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Levels of Finish, The following levels of finizh are estab.
lished as a guide for specific final decoration. The mini-
mum requirenents for each level shall be as described
herein,

Level 0

Mo taping, finishing, or accessones required.

This lewvel of finish may be useful in temporary. constric-
tion or whenever the final decoration has not been deter-
rmiEmcd.

Level |:

All joints and interior angles shall bave tape set 13 joint
campound, Surface shall be free of excess joint compound.
Tool marks and ridges are acceplable,

Frequently specified in plenum areas above ceilings, in
atlics, in areas where the assembly would generally be eon-
cedled or in building service cormidors, and other areas not
nommially open to public view. Accessogies optional al
specifier discretion in corridors and other arcas with pedes-
Lrian traffic.

Seme degree of sound and smoke control is provided; in
some geographic areas this level is referred 1o as “fire-tap-
ing,” Where a fire-resistance rating is required for the gyp-
sum board assembly, details of construction shall be in
accordance with reports of fire tests of assemblies that have
met the fire-rating requirement.  Tape and fastener heads
necd not be covered with joint compound.

Level 2

Al joints and interior angles shall have tape embedded in
joint compeund and wiped wath a joint knife leaving a thin
coating of joint compound over all jeints and interior
angles,  Fastener heads and accessories shall be covered
with a coat of joint compound,  Surface shall be free of
excess ot compound.  Tool marks and ridges are accept-
able.. Foint compound applied over the body of the tape ai
the tme of ape embedment shall be considered a separate
coat of joint compound and shall satisfy the conditions of
this level,

Specified where water-resistant gypsum backing board
(ASTHM C 6300 15 used as a substrate for tle; may be spec-
ified in garages, warchouse storage, or other similar areas
where surface appesrance is not of primary concern.

Level 3:

All joints and interior angles shall have tape embedded in
joint compound and one additionn] cost of joint compound
applied pver all joints and intenar angles. Fastener heads
and accessories shall be covered with two sepasate coars of
Jjoint comtpound.  All joint compound shall be smooth and
free of ool marks amd ndges. Wote: It is recomumended that
the prepared surface be coaed with a drywall primer pgior
b the application of final finishes. Soe paintngwallcover-
ing specification in this regard.

Typically specified in appenrance arcas which are 1w
receive heavy- or medium-texture (spray or hand applied)
firnishes before final painting, or where heavy-grade wall-
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coverings are to be applied az the final decoration. This
level of finish 15 not recommended where smoeoth painted
surfaces or light to medium walleovenngs are specified,

Level 4.

All joints and interior angles shall have tape embedded in
joint compound and two separate coats of joint compound
applicd ever all flat joints and one separate coat of joint
compound apphed over intenor angles. Fasener heads and
accessories shall be covered with three separate coats of
joint compound. Al joint compound shall be smooth and
free of tool marks and ndges. MWote: 1t is recommended the
the prepared surface be coated with & drywall primer prioe
to the El.:‘:_p]:il:t‘lt'nﬂ-n of fnal fnizhes, See pninlinﬁ:.-"u.fu]ln:n-‘cr—
ing specification in this regard.

This level should be specified where flat paints, light tex-
mares, or wallcoverings are (o be applied.

In critical lighting arcas, flat paints applied over light tex-
wres tend to reduce joint photographing.  Gloss, semi-
gloss, and cnamel paints are not recommended over this
lewel of finish,

The weight, texture, and sheen level of wallcoverings
applied over this level of finish should be carefially evalu-
ated. Joints and fasteners must be adequately concealed if
the wallcovenng matenial 15 lightweight, containg limited
patiem, has a gloss finish, or any combination of these fin-
ishes is present. Unbacked vinyl wallcoverings are not rec-
ommended over this level of finish.

Level 5:

All joinis and interior angles shall have tape embedded in
Joint compaund and rao separate coats of joint compound
apphied over all flal joints and one separate eoat of joint
compound applicd over inferior angles. Fastener heads and
secessaries shall be covered with three separale coats of
Joint compoand, A thin skim coat (Ref: Terminology,
Section II, page 2) of joint compound or a material man-
factured especially for this purpose, shall be applied to the
entire gurfasce, The surface shall be smooth and free of tool
marks and ridges. Mow: It is recommended that the pre-
pared surfisce be comed with o drywall primer prior to the
application of finish paint. See painting specification in
this regard.

This level of finish is highly recommended where gloss,
semi-gloss, enamel, or nontextured flat paints are specified
or where severs lighting conditions occur.

This highest quality finish is the most effective method to
provide a uniform surface and minimize the pessibility of
Joint photographing and of fasteners showing through the
final decoration.

Comments:

Critical {Severe) Lighting Areas. Wall and ceiling areas
abutting window mullions or skylights, long hallways, or
atriums with large surface arcas flosded with artificial
and/or natural lighting are a few examples of critical light=
ing arcas. Sirong sidelighting from windows or surface-
mounied light fixtures may reveal even minor surface




