further. if the paint system is spray
applied and not. backrelled.

To minimize texture variaticns, wee
150 grit or finer sandpaper or "wet”
sand the joints,

¥ou can alzo equalize texture by
applying & primer recomemended by the
drywall manufacturer or by skim
wating the entire surface with joint
com prund.

Bill Chandler, of Modern Decorating,
[me., in Richmond, Yirginia, goes with
the firat approach. His primer of chodos
iz Sheetrock First Coat, a flat latex
paint prime coat from USG, formulated
to equalize the texture and porcsity
differences betwasen jont compournd
and drywall.

"We've discovered, over the years,
that the sealors on the market really
dom't take care of the differences.”
Chandler says "Particolarly with egg-
shall and semi-gloss finishes, the dry-
wall jointe seem to telegroph through
ihe seplera, especially when Ehey are
suhject tn high light reflactance, Only
by uzing Sheetrock First Coat are we
able to eliminate those differences”

Rick Miller agross. "We had a hotne
on a waterfront setting which had
$0-ft. high walls in one room with lots
of windows picking up o tremendous
arount of light.

"To ensure the highesi guality
fnished look possible, we skim-coated
that pres, But on sther walls in the
homea, we waed First Cosi primer.

"In the end, there were no detectable
differences between the walls we
skimmed out and the First Coat walla.
It was very impressive — the primer
pave 08 virtually the same results as
im comting.”

Miller typically spray applice the
pgualizing primer. "After application,
we inspecbaur work with the caner, do
pur touck-up with tintod mud, sand tho
tinted mod areas go thay are feathered
pirt, and re-apply the primer by roller
pver those areas. Then we sand the
walls completely. Finally, we clean up
and turn the job over to the painter.”

Porosity wvariation

Mext tp texture variation, ihe most
preventable and most common cause of
aon uniformity results from poresity
varations batweon jeint compound and
drywall

[f the composite surface is lefi
untreated, the finish paint will be

ahanrbed into the treated joints and
gyvpaum panel paper ot different rates.
Thiz reaults in a clagsic case of "joint
banding” or "photographing,” as the
joint becomes graphivally visible
through the decorative finish

The joint can appear Hghter or darier
than the surrcunding gypsum panel
flald areas, depending oo whether the
treated joint is more or less porous
than the drpwell face paper.

When the jeint compound 1 more
porous, a condition known ms “white
banding” sccurs, and the joint area will
take on a lighter shesn than the sur-
rounding gyvpsum panels,

The white banding is generally
accentuated by hot, dry weather
conditions and when damp orf wet
gvpsum pansls are used.

Conwversely, when ithe gypsum parne]
asurface is more porous than the joint
eompound, "dark banding® seours
Paint applied over this type of surface
will be ahanrbed at a greater rate ovar
the face paper, making the joint appear
darker.

Extended, slow drying conditions or
painting over wet joint compound are
the most common causes of dark
banding.

Both of these conditions can be
prevented by first making sore that
Ll entive surface — treatad joints and
drywall panele — are thoroughly dry
priar te finighing.

Allow each layer of joint compeund
dry completely before applying the
subssguent coat.

Also, be gure to apply a preparatory
(prime| first coat a8 recommended by
the drywall menufacturer.

Sealers, which seal the entire surface
thereby egualizing moisture porosity
rates, are best for corresting porosity.
relnted problems, but typically do not
correct toxture varistions of the
subsirate

Primers, on the other hand, gererally
helpcorrect texture differences, but do
nol squalize porosity. -

Another option ie to skim coat the
entire wall surfece using joint
compound. If & skim coat ig appled,
the use of a sealer prior to painting is
recommended for optimal cesulte,

"Customers never understand why
they aes the seams in the doywall when
it has twn or three coata of paint.”
noted Don Steadman, owner of All-
Tech Decorating Ca., in Chicago Ridge,
[llinois,

Mike Chandler {left) wnd Chris
Chandler, of Modern Dosarating, [ne.,
hegin unloading materials for s

drywall priming project at &
eommaercial office building (s
Richmond, Vicginis, Modern
Decorating is s family-operated
business, hnged in Richmond.

"With new drywall, it's really hard to
disguise that problem, espedally when
you're using eggehell or semi-gloes
finish coats. Normal PVA-Lype primers
won't hide it entirely. Skim coating is
an option, but it gets expensive. The
only salution we have found is teuse an
equuilizing primer, such as the 113
Gypsum Sheetrock First Coat product.
It really evena out the sheen
differences,

Pat Giordana, of American Painting
& Refiniching, Montrose, New York,
puta it ancther way. "Applying a primer
tosqualize both the porosity and texture
differences is the logical complation of
a drywall imstallation. That's how we
think of it

Color variation

Even o smooth, flal surface void of
deformations can appear non-unitorm
due tn celor variation overthe decorated
gurface.

Calat wariation has severnl cawses,
among them translucency, a condition



